A simpler way of asking this question might be to ask, using an oldfashioned term: What is Fackenheim's natural theology? But this way of asking is too simple, since Fackenheim stands in a philosophical tradition that denies the instructiveness of the term nature in connection with theology. It is the tradition of post-Kantian German philosophy, including such thinkers as Hegel, Schelling, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche and Heidegger (as well as Buber and Rosenzweig), to whom Fackenheim typically turns to clarify philosophical diffi culties. What then is it, according to that tradition and to Fackenheim himself, which prevents or pre-empts the philosophical appeal to nature as found in the theological arguments of, say, Plato, Aristotle, Thomas Aquinas and especially Maimonides? The quick answer is history. But, again, this answer is too quick, since what is meant by it is this: Philosophical insights-including above all those
